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National Roots Day
National Pfeffernusse Day
Festivus
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CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 
SPECIALSPECIAL

328 S SPLITROCK BLVD • BRANDON, SD328 S SPLITROCK BLVD • BRANDON, SD

BAR & GRILL
THE BOILI ING POINT

212
CHRISTMAS HOURSCHRISTMAS HOURS
CHRISTMAS EVE  11am-9pm
CHRISTMAS DAY   4pm-9pm

$19.99CHOICE OF ROASTED TURKEY OR HAM 
with a side of Potatoes and Gravy,  choice of 
Buttered Corn or Glazed Carrots, a dinner roll  
and dessert choice.

Along with 
our Christmas 
special, we’ll 

be serving 
a limited 

menu, with a 
few familiar 

favorites.

AHIP CERTIFIED

Dixie Obbink Nathen Sprinkel

BRANDON
208 E. Holly Blvd. 
Brandon, SD 57005
SIOUX FALLS
4320 S. Louise Ave., Suite 103
Sioux Falls, SD 57106
OFFICE NUMBER 
(605) 900-6737 
agent@pinnacleins605.com

From all of us
at PINNACLE

Proshop hours (golf course open):
 7 days a week: 10 am - 5 pm
Proshop hours (golf course closed): 
 Mon-Fri: 10 am - 5 pm
 Sat: 10 am - 3 pm
 Sun: Closed

BRANDONBRANDON

G.C.G.C.

Season Pass Category (unlimited rounds) Normal Price 15% Discount
Adult All Time (ages 31-59) $1,050.00 $892.50
Adult Week Day  (ages 31-59) $850.00 $722.50
Senior Week Day  (ages 60 & up) $800.00 $680.00
Senior All Time (ages 60 & up) $950.00 $807.50
Young Adult All Time (ages 19-23) $500.00 $425.00
Young Professional All Time (ages 24-30) $800.00 $680.00
Adult Couple All Time $1,475.00 $1,253.75
Senior Couple All Time $1,325.00 $1,126.25
Young Professional Couple All Time $1,125.00 $956.25
Youth (ages 18 and under) w/ parent pass holder $150.00 $127.50
Youth (ages 18 and under) w/o parent pass holder $300.00 $255.00
All pass prices subject to 7.2% sales tax

Cart Lease Category  (unlimited rounds) Normal Price 15% Discount
1/2 Cart Lease All Time $900.00 $765.00
1/2 Cart Lease Week Day $775.00 $658.75
Couple Cart Lease All Time $1,200.00 $1,020.00
Season Trail Fee $550.00 $467.50
All cart lease prices subject to 6.2% sales tax

Range Pass Categories  (unlimited balls) Normal Price 15% Discount
Adult Range Pass $500.00 $425.00 29 Lg Buckets
Junior Range Pass $300.00 $255.00 17 Lg Buckets
Family Range Pass $600.00 $510.00 34 Lg Buckets
All range pass prices subject to 8.7% sales tax
Unlimited balls for pass holders only

11

Rds to break even

20/person
23

LG buckets to break even

18
16/person
15/person
12/person

8

26
31

Rds to break even

4

23
19
25
22

2026
Early discount for Season Passes/Cart Leases

15% discount applicable November 1st - December 31st 2025

2026 Season Pass
Early discount for Season Passes/Car t Leases

15% discount applicable  
Nov. 1st – Dec. 31st 2025

For more information contact:  
Brandon Golf Course • 605.582.7100
2100 E. Aspen Blvd, Brandon, SD

Have yourself a Have yourself a 
Merry ‘Local’ Christmas Merry ‘Local’ Christmas 
with the with the Brandon Valley JournalBrandon Valley Journal !!

NAME: ______________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: _____________________________________________

PHONE: _____________________________________________________

EMAIL: ______________________________________________________

12 MONTHS FOR $74.34 (inc. tax)
Out-of-County — 12 MONTHS FOR $95.59 (inc. tax)

Print

1404 E Cedar St • PO Box 842 
Brandon, SD 57005 • (605) 582-9999

SUBSCRIBE  to the 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL: 
Receive the online 
subscription (a $32 value) 
for FREE when you order 
a print subscription!

A 3% surcharge will be added to all credit card purchases.

Helping Hand
Assisted Living Inc.

1000 Teakwood St. Brandon, SD 57005
Call Mike @ (605) 582-7939 

mike@helpinghandassistedliving.com 

DIRECTOR  
OF NURSING

Help Wanted!

Salary Commensurate with Experience

Full Time Position 36-40 hours per Week

Flexible Schedule

Supervision of Nursing & Direct Care Staff

Training Bonus

Benefits Available

CELEBR ATE WI TH US AT  
Sp i r i t  o f  Tru th  Lutheran  Church  

Christmas Eve at  5:00 pm  
 

Spirit of Truth Lutheran Church 
112 East Annabelle Street 

Brandon, SD 57005 
605-582-5030 

Open Everyday - 24 HoursOpen Everyday - 24 Hours
1009 N. Splitrock Blvd.1009 N. Splitrock Blvd.
 605.582.7229 605.582.7229

Brandon Valley Brandon Valley 
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

400 N. Splitrock Blvd. •  605-582-2248
www.brandonvalleybaptistchurch.org

December 24
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

6:00pm

Brandon Valley
Trader
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Solutions
Puzzle Solution Sudoku

Ask the Motor Medics®

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES BEFORE REPAIRS.

COME VISIT THE MOTOR MEDICS® ONLINE AT UnderTheHoodShow.com

CHEVROLET, 
BUICK, GMC, 

CADILLAC, 
CHRYSLER, 

DODGE, RAM  
& JEEP

800-634-7701 • PAPIK.COM

305 Cliff Ave. Valley Springs, SD • 605.757.6355

VA
LL

EY SPRINGS BODY SH
O

P

746 20th Ave., Valley Springs, SD
(507) 755-6615 • ManleyTire.com

CALL 605.582.9999CALL 605.582.9999
FOR DETAILSFOR DETAILS

Your Ad Your Ad Could Be HereCould Be Here

Automotive Advice from The Under the Hood® Show
 

Dear Motor Medics,
I am having trouble with my 2012 Buick Lacross the past few weeks I have 
not been able to adjust my inside temperature properly. When I first start the 
car and whenever I adjust the temperature controls, I hear a clicking under the 
center of the dash that lasts about ten seconds. It started as a once-a-week 
thing but now happens every time. Since this started happening the tempera-
ture seems to either stick on full hot or full cold. The car has adjustments for 
both driver and passenger side temperature and both sides cause noise when 
adjusted.                                                                                  

        Thank you, Susan in Vandalia.

Dear Susan,
The noise is likely coming from the temperature blend door motors. The tem-
perature is adjusted by means of electric motors with gears connecting them 
to the temperature doors. The climate module measures the temperature of 
the air and the setting on the dash and adjusts the motors as needed. With 
age the sensors that report the position of the motors wear out and when the 
door reaches fully hot or cold the module tells them to keep going and you hear 
the sound of the gears as they are pushed too far. If you find that this is the 
problem the fix is to replace the actuator motor. Some motors can be accessed 
under dash while others require more extensive disassembly. Most new blend 
door motors are affordable, used are also a good option.

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics,
My new job has taken me to an unfamiliar city hundreds of miles away from 
home where I don’t know anyone. I have a good running car, but I owe that to 
the great care that my repair shop has given me over the years. It’s a 2019 Tau-
rus with 98,000 miles. This car has not needed any major repairs in the past but 
on the way across country the air conditioner stopped working. I can live without 
air for a short time, but I want to get it fixed. How can I find a good shop? I am 
afraid to just walk into the first shop I see. I am a young woman that knows little 
about cars, so I need some guidance. Can you give me a suggestion on how to 
find a shop in an unfamiliar town?

Thank you, Mary in Denver.

Dear Mary,
Many people find themselves in this situation. Maybe it’s a child who has moved for school needing a good shop for repairs. 
Hopefully you will have contact with people you can trust when you arrive. Ask them where they go then narrow the shops 
down to just a few by the ones with the best word of mouth reviews. Then maybe visit the shop for an oil change and ask the 
other customers who are waiting how they like the shop. If you don’t like what you hear, try another. It’s a little like finding a 
doctor.

Take care, the Motor Medics

Susan Carpenter
605-951-4235
• Dog Walking  
• Pet Sitting  
• In Home Visits
• Pet Taxi
• And More!

www.susansdynamicpetcare.com
susansdynamicpetcare@gmail.com
@ Susan’s Dynamic Pet Care

Each office is independently owned and operated.

605-777-2000
matt@cbsiouxfalls.com
MattMisnerRealtor.com

MATT MISNER
REALTOR®

Church Service  
Sunday at 10:00 am

Living Springs
church

901 S. Splitrock Blvd, Brandon SD

Awana Wed.
6:15pm Sept-April

Livingspringschurch.org
Pastor Richard Gordon

KYLE ARLT
JEFF ARLT

AFFORDABLE
APPLIANCE REPAIR
     &    I N S T A L L A T I O N

C A F E

T H E R M A D O R

C O V E

W O L F

B O S C H

S U B  Z E R O

affordableappliancerepair605@gmail.com

K I T C H E N  &  L A U N D R Y  A P P L I A N C E S

D I S H W A S H E R  &  D I S P O S A L

H I G H  E N D  K I T C H E N S  

605.838.8667

PO Box 403
Brandon, SD 57005

I N S T A L L A T I O N

S E R V I C E S

• Thriving Locally Owned Agency
• 8 Full-Time Licensed Agents
• 15+ Top Rated Companies
• Ongoing Night/Weekend Hours
• Phenomenal Customer Service

Dana Clark, Owner

JACK VANLEUR

Jack@thinkalpine.com | www.thinkapline.com

3241 E Bison Trail  |  Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

Residential Real estate 
CommeRCial Real estate | Real estate investing 

staging and design

605.940.1578

4925 E. 26TH ST.  
SIOUX FALLS, SD

605-575-3973

fallsedgechiro.com

F A L L S  E D G E
C H I R O P R A C T I C

M-TH: 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM  |  1:30 PM - 5:15 PM
FRI: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Frosethplumbing.net
FrosethPlumbingLLC@gmail.com

24-hour Emergency 
Service Available
Licensed, Insured, 
Bonded
Locally Owned  
& Operated

PO Box 365
Brandon, SD 57005

605-310-9158 Josh Froseth

Business Card Directory
BV Journal office will be 

closed for the holidays
The Brandon Valley Journal 

office will be closed Wednes-
day, Dec. 24-Friday, Dec. 26. 
All news items and advertising 
must be submitted by Monday, 
Dec. 22 for inclusion in the 
Dec. 30 Brandon Valley Trad-
er and Dec. 31 Brandon Valley 
Journal.
For questions, call (605) 582-

9999.
New Year’s Eve party at 

Brandon Library
Can’t stay up late but still want 

to celebrate? Families are in-
vited to a Glow Party at the 
library on Wednesday, Dec. 31 
for glow-in-the-dark crafts, 
music and a countdown to the 
12 p.m. (noon) balloon drop. 
The event is recommended for 
kids ages 2-10.
Families will enjoy exploring 

how art and popcorn glows in 
the blacklight room, and can 
light up the library with a free 
glow bracelet and glow-in-the-
dark temporary tattoos. There 
is also an opportunity to create 
a firework ring and wand, and 
write your hopes for 2026, 

adding them to the library hope 
chain.
Ed Polzine seeks donations 

of wild game, fish
The Ed Polzine Wild Game 

Feed Fund is accepting dona-
tions of wild game (deer, elk, 
pheasants, moose, etc.) and fish 
(preferably walleye) for the 
40th annual Wild Game Feed 
on Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026.
To donate, contact Harry Buck 

(605-366-0221), Stan Schoen-
eman (605-366-7842) or Jill 
Meier (605-321-8423).
Current needs at the 

Brandon Food Pantry
Current needs at the Brandon 

Food Pantry are bottle juice, 
shampoo, bar soap, toothpaste, 
paper goods (Kleenex, paper 
towels, toilet paper, paper 
plates).
To make appointments for 

pickups or donations, call 582-
7001. The BAFP is open from 
4-6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days.
Used eye glasses and hearing 

aids for the Brandon Lions Club 
may be dropped off at the 
BAFP, at Jones Family Eye 
Care and Lewis in Brandon.

Help Wanted

Palisades State Park and Big Sioux Recreation Area are accepting 
applications for summer seasonal positions and internships! Salaries 

range from $14.38 - $20.53/hr, Full and part-time jobs available.

SUMMER SEASONAL
positions and internships

Applicants must be age 16 by date of hire. Interviews will begin in January, 
so get your application in quickly as possible. For an application or questions 

either email palisadespark@state.sd.us or call 605-773-6245. EOE
358563

DON’T MISS A 
SINGLE ISSUE! 

 Grab your copy of the Brandon Valley 
Journal at a newsstand near you! IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO SUBSCRIBE 

CASEY’S GENERAL STORE • COFFEE CUP FUEL STOP • BLAINE’S SERVICE

SPLITROCK C-STORE • EXPRESSWAY • SUNSHINE FOODS  

GET-N-GO (Arrowhead Pkwy) • KINGBIRD COFFEE • KWIK STAR
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FACES BEHINDFACES BEHIND
The Lynx WayThe Lynx Way

1005 N 9th Ave • Brandon, SD 57005 • 605.582.8200  

collision repair  •  glass replacement  •  windshield chip repair    
paintless dent repair  •  and more!

TEACHER
of the Week

STUDENT
of the Week

Proudly sponsored by Whip’s Paint & Body

Julie Reiter - There are so many 
to decide from but I love the 
fresh fruits and veggies that 
are offered everyday. My favorite 
entre has to be pepperoni pizza.
- Rick Pearson, Fred Assam 
Elementary Principal

What is your favorite school lunch?
I love teaching because of the relationships I build with 
students and the joy of watching them grow. As a physical 
educator, I get to share my love for movement while seeing 
every student each year as they gain confidence, skills, and 
a positive connection to being active. Being part of their 
growth, both physically and personally, is what makes 
teaching so meaningful to me.

Why do you love teaching?
I love teaching because of the relationships that I  develop 
with students and their families.  As a teacher, I embrace 
the opportunity to be a part of creating and fostering 
an environment for each child that brings out the best 
in who they are.  At this time in my career I am able to 
do that through through the arts, something I feel very 
passionate about. 

How long have you been with the district?
I’ve been with the district for 13 years but nine years teaching.

What’s your favorite past time?
Staying active, learning new things and spending quality 
time with the people I love.

What was your favorite subject in school and why?
Of course, P.E.! My P.E. teachers/coaches had a tremendous 
influence on me. 

Lily Mumm  - This week we are 
proud to highlight Lily Mumm, 
a student whose daily actions 
show what it truly means to live 
The Lynx Way. Whether she’s 
in the classroom, the hallway, or the playground, Lily 
consistently demonstrates responsibility, respect, active 
learning, kindness, and safety—values that make our school 
community stronger.

 Lily can always be counted on to complete her work with 
care and attention. She stays organized, uses her time 
wisely, and takes ownership of her learning. Her teachers 
know they can rely on her to set a positive example for 
her classmates. Lily treats everyone—students, teachers, 
and staff—with courtesy and understanding. She listens 
attentively, responds politely, and shows appreciation for 
the thoughts and feelings of others. Her respectful attitude 
helps create a welcoming environment for all. Lily’s caring 
spirit spreads positivity throughout our entire school.

Lily Mumm is a wonderful role model and a true example 
of The Lynx Way in action at Fred Assam Elementary!
- Rick Pearson, Fred Assam Elementary Principal

What is your favorite school lunch? 
Spaghetti

What grade are you in?
4th Grade

What does the Lynx Way mean to you? 
Being responsible and being a great role model for all of 
the younger students.

What do you want to be when you grow up? 
Become a photographer.

C
om

plete the grid so that every row, colum
n and 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. D

igits 
cannot repeat w

ithing the sam
e row, colum

n or box.  Solution on page 2

SUDOKU • MEDIUM CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across
1. Seating arrangement
5. Statistician’s numbers
9. Covers with concrete
14. Mediocre
15. It’s pumped in gyms
16. NBA Hall of Famer 
Thomas
17. Card game for three
18. Dalai __
19. “__ Were the Days”
20. Don Ho’s theme song
23. Hilo welcoming gift
24. Attack a sub?
25. World Series mo.
26. Kind

27. Site of Custer’s last 
stand
33. Aah’s partner
34. Genesis garden site
35. Numbered works
38. Hasn’t paid yet
40. Bottom line
42. Pull up stakes
43. Polar coats
46. Agreement
49. __ Abner
50. Game with tunnels, 
windmills, etc.
53. Roundup sound
55. Mini-glob
56. Bandage brand

57. Morning times, for 
short
58. Nickels and dimes
64. IQ, e.g.
66. Chuck wagon VIP
67. Travel aimlessly
68. One-named Spanish 
singer
69. Strongly advise
70. Wrinkled fruit
71. Beelzebub
72. Merlin, e.g.
73. Eliot or Pound

Down
1. Hushed Hey!
2. Mischievous Norse god
3. Slippery __ eel

4. Procrastinator’s reply
5. Weakened with water
6. Middle East native
7. Pyramid, essentially
8. Not digital, as a watch
9. Racetrack break
10. Wood stove residue
11. Cadenza in a concerto, 
perhaps
12. Artist’s prop
13. Valentino role
21. Make a bundle in the 
field

22. Canyon comeback
27. Roller coaster feature
28. Hawkeye State
29. Temperature 
regulator
30. Jerry’s partner
31. Clueless
32. Jamaican export
36. Diabolical
37. Egotist’s love
39. Tackle a slope
41. Upsilon preceder
44. “Yada yada yada”
45. Where Anna taught

47. Cheese holder
48. Georgia or Cal 
follower
51. Early calculator
52. Get prepared
53. Chagall and Anthony
54. Nebraska city
59. Folk tales and such
60. Theater section
61. Nixed, at NASA
62. Fierce wind
63. Exude
65. Nest egg component, 
briefly

26472 484th Ave
Valley Springs, SD 57105

Its 

1959All 
over 
again!

V I N T A G E  
Television Collection

OPEN HOUSE
January 1, 2026 

11:00-5:00

“I HAVE THE KEYS TO 
YOUR DREAM HOME!

605-929-0329
BROKER ASSOCIATE

MICHAEL GROSS

MICHAEL@HEGG.COM

224 E HOLLY BLVD | BRANDON, SD
MICHAEL@HEGG.COM

FOR RENTFOR RENT
2 bedroom apartment in Brandon. 

Rent based on income.  
Must qualify by family size and 
income. Rent based on income. 

Equal Housing Opportunity.  
Skogen Company 605-263-3941

ADVERTISING SALES REP
Brandon Valley Media Group is seeking a creative, motivated, team-oriented 
advertising sales representative (print & digital media). Help local and regional 
businesses grow through our newspaper, shopper, website, special sections, and 

magazines (Destination Brandon, South Dakota).

Full-time • Mon–Fri • Base + Commission
Requirements:

• Sales experience a plus • Strong communication & computer skills
• Relationship-building & networking ability • Knowledge of ad layout/design

• Independent worker; meets deadlines • Team attitude essential
• Valid driver’s license, reliable transportation & insurance

• Comfortable working with the community

APPLY TODAY!
Please email/send resume to Jill Meier, Publisher/Editor at editor@bvjournal.info or 
BV Journal, P.O. Box 842, Brandon, SD 57005 or to learn more, call (605) 582-9999.

We’re Hiring!

LOST DOG
Yellow male 
Lab named 

Buddy.
Call 

605-941-1206
Reward if found

GET NOTICED
Place your ad here.

1404 E. Cedar St. • Brandon, SD 57005 
605.582.9999 • brandonvalleyjournal.com

Frosethplumbing.net
FrosethPlumbingLLC@gmail.com

24-hour Emergency 
Service Available
Licensed, Insured, 
Bonded
Locally Owned  
& Operated

PO Box 365
Brandon, SD 57005

605-310-9158 Josh Froseth

Call our office for more information 

605.582.9999

Something on
your mind?
Write a Letter to the editor

www.BrandonValleyJournal.com
editor@bvjournal.info
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Investment
Real Estate

www.builtbyoakland.com
     cdigroupsd@gmail.com

605.553.5311
213 W Holly Blvd  

Construction 
Development

JACK 
VANLEUR

605.940.1578
Jack@thinkalpine.com
www.thinkalpine.com

3241 E Bison Trail | Sioux Falls, SD 57108

Residential real estate • Commercial real estate

Real estate investing  • Staging and Design

• CARPET CLEANING
• SPECIALIZING IN  

STAIN REMOVAL
• WATER EXTRACTION
• TILE AND GROUT CLEANING
• FURNACE DUCT CLEANING

xtremelycleansd.com
605-582-2237 

Commercial and Residential

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Page 13Brandon Valley Journal Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021

fare Rent  5,430.00, Tzadik Welfare 
Rent  500.00, Uber Business Travel 
158.79, United Parcel Svc Jail Re-
pairs & Maint 25.05, UPS Truck Re-
pairs & Maint 22.73, US Bank 
Trust-Administration Fees 600.00, 
US Foods Other Sup 33.57, US 
Foods Professional Svcs 1,241.96, 
US Postal Svc Postage 828.55, US 
Postal Svc Store Sales 4.01, USA 
Clean Janitorial Chemical Sup 
106.58, Valley Springs Volun 
Amounts Held For Others 6,930.74, 
Vandiest Supply Chemicals 7,488.00, 
Vcn*Lancastercosheri Return Of Svc 
35.00, Vcn*Shelbycohlthdep  HS 
Donations 43.50, Verizon Adminis-
trative Charges 46.26, Verizon Data 
Processing Equip 1,331.07, Verizon 
HIDTA Grant 74.08, Verizon Safety 
& Rescue Equip 130.28, Verizon 
Tea-Ellis Range 40.01, Verizon Tele-
phone 5,827.01, Vern Eide HIDTA 
Grant 590.00, Villas At Canyon Wel-
fare Rent  500.00, Vitalchek Net Re-
turn Of Svc 1.23, Wall Lake Sanitary 
Water - Sewer    90.00, Walmart 
Child Care Items 42.54, Walmart 
Clinics - Auxiliary Svcs 110.60, 
Walmart Misc Exp 58.70, Walmart 
Offi ce Sup 28.32, Walmart Other Sup 
117.88, Walmart Program Activities 
239.60, Walmart Road Maint & Ma-
terial 84.48, Walmart Supplemental 
Food 65.12, Walter, Max Child De-
fense Attorney 272.25, Waste Mgmt 
Trash Removal 258.35, Weerheim 
Law Bd Exp Fees (Minnehaha) 
4,113.50, Weerheim Law Crisis In-
tervention Program 66.50, Wernke, 
Laurie Bd Exp Fees (Minnehaha) 
16.00, Whittier Apt Welfare Rent  
492.00, Williamsburg Ltd Welfare 
Rent 1,165.00, Woods, Ramona L 
Welfare Rent  750.00, Wyatt Walton 
Business Travel 34.00, Wynia, Wal-
lace Business Travel 326.00, Xcel 
Energy Electricity 7,684.88, Xcel 
Energy Road Maint & Material 
16.79, Xcel Energy Welfare Utilities 
1,872.16, Yankton County Attorney 
Fees 1,355.20, Yellow Robe Consult 
ICWA Professional Svcs 29,122.00, 
Zoom Video Comm Subscriptions 
29.98, 

REPORTS
The July 2021 Planning Depart-

ment Building Permits Report, the 
June 2021 Mobile Crisis Team Statis-
tics, the July 2021 Minnehaha Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Report, the July 2021 
Register of Deeds Statement of Rev-
enue, Highway Department Monthly 
Construction Projects Update, and 
the June 2021 Auditor’s account with 
the Treasurer for June 2021 were re-
ceived and placed on fi le in the Au-
ditor’s offi ce. Susan Beamen briefed 
the commission on Auditor’s Offi ce 
Financial Reports, General Fund 
Cash Balance, Highway Fund Cash 
Balance, General Fund YTD Expen-
ditures, and General fund YTD Reve-
nue for July 2021.     

PERSONNEL
MOTION by Bender, seconded by 

Barth, to approve the following per-
sonnel actions. 5 ayes 

New Hires
1. Tyler Klatt, Assistant Commis-

sion Administrative Offi cer, Com-
mission Offi ce, $2,873.60/biweekly 
(22/3) effective 8/23/2021.

2. Brenda Smith, variable hour Safe 
Home Program Worker, Safe Home, 
$15.50/hour effective 8/12/2021.

3. Shanya Burt, Deputy State’s 
Attorney, State’s Attorney’s Offi ce, 
$2,735.20/biweekly (22/1) effective 
8/16/2021.

4. Correctional Offi cers for the 
Jail at $19.86/hour (13/1) effective 
8/23/2021: Wesley Dixon, Ian Don-
ovan, Michael Hecox, Raymond 
Hecox, Alexis Smith. 

5. Matthew Wanamaker, Correc-
tional Offi cer for the Jail, at $19.86/
hour (13/1) effective 8/23/2021.

6. Jaden Christensen, Correc-
tions Systems Operator for the Jail, 
at $17.13/hour (10/1) effective 
8/23/2021.

Promotions
1. Promote Joseph Meader, Depu-

ty State’s Attorney to Senior Deputy 
State’s Attorney, State’s Attorney’s 
Offi ce, $2,873.60/biweekly (22/3) 
effective 8/5/2021.

2. Promote Cody Raterman, Depu-
ty State’s Attorney to Senior Deputy 
State’s Attorney, State’s Attorney’s 
Offi ce, $2,873.60/biweely (22/3) ef-
fective 8/5/2021.

Step Increases
1. Carol Muller, Commission Ad-

ministrative Offi cer for the Commis-
sion Offi ce, at $5,459.20/biweekly 
(26/13) effective 7/15/2021

2. Thomas Beck, Air Guard Securi-
ty Offi cer II, Air Guard, $20.87/hour 
(13/3) effective 7/11/2021.

3. Travis Krueger, Air Guard Se-
curity Offi cer II, Air Guard, $28.06/

hour (13/15) effective 8/8/2021.
4. Smith Strain, Appraiser, Equal-

ization Offi ce, $24.18/hour (15/5) 
effective 8/2/2021.

5. Corrina Sandholm, Correctional 
Offi cer for the Jail, at $20.35/hour 
(13/2) effective 7/6/2021.

6. Sydnee Hamann, Correctional 
Offi cer, Jail, $20.35/hour (13/2) ef-
fective 7/6/2021.

7. Cody Schmoyer, Corporal for the 
Jail, at $24.80/hour (17/2) effective 
7/25/2021.

8. Michael Larson, Sergeant, 
Jail, $29.48/hour (20/3) effective 
7/25/2021.

9. Tyson Anderson, Sergeant, 
Jail, $30.97/hour (20/5) effective 
6/29/2021.

10.  Matthew Aanenson, Sergeant, 
Jail, $35.92/hour (20/11) effective 
6/30/2021.

11.  Erin Herschberger, Legal Of-
fi ce Assistant for the Public Defend-
er’s Offi ce, at $19.86/hour (10/7) ef-
fective 8/12/2021.

12. Derek Friese, Senior Deputy 
Public Defender for the Public De-
fender’s Offi ce, at $2,944.80/biweek-
ly (22/4) effective 7/30/2021.

13. Jason Roeder, Deputy Sheriff, 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, $26.70/hour (17/5) 
effective 8/12/2021.

14. Michael Olson, Digital Discov-
ery Technician for the State’s Attor-
ney’s Offi ce, at $21.92/hour (14/3) 
effective 8/5/2021.

Other Salary Changes
1.End the temporary Corporal pro-

motion of Anthony Stransky effective 
8/21/2021, $20.87/hour.

2.End the temporary Sergeant pro-
motion of Michael Larson effective 
8/21/2021, $26.05/hour.

Special Personnel Requests
MOTION by Barth, seconded by 

Bender, to hire Jim Larson, STI Secu-
rity Offi cer, Sheriff’s Offi ce, $23.03/
hour (13/7) effective 8/16/2021. 5 
Ayes.

MOTION by Bender, seconded by 
Heiberger, to adjust the rate of pay 
for Terry Mixell, STI Security Of-
fi cer, Sheriff’s Offi ce, from $20.87 
(13/3) to $23.60 (13/8). 5 ayes.  

MOTION by Barth, seconded by 
Heiberger, to continue Extended Sick 
Leave Benefi ts for employees, after 
using 24 hours of Paid Time Off, 
for documented COVID-19 related 
absences has been extended from 
August 20, 2021, to December 24, 
2021 (the last day of the 2021 payroll 
year).

MOTION by Barth, seconded 
by Bender, to approve HR staff to 
make future updates to the County’s 
COVID-19 Exposure Control and 
Time Off Guidelines for employee 
quarantine and isolation issues only 
as CDC recommendations change.  
COVID-19 Exposures:  The proce-
dures for employees who have been 
in close contact with someone who 
tests positive for COVID-19 have 
been updated to refl ect current CDC 
guidance.  This includes screening 
for symptoms before work, moni-
toring for symptoms during the day, 
wearing a face mask indoors for 14 
days after close contact, socially dis-
tancing, and disinfecting their work 
area regularly.  

ABATEMENTS 
Upon the request of Kyle Sexe, 

Deputy Director of Equalization, 
MOTION by Beninga, seconded 
by Barth, to approve the following 
abatements representing the dis-
abled veterans tax exemption under 
SDCL 10-4-40, RDID-30688, 10-4-
40 Exemption, 2020 Property Taxes, 
$2,853.98. By roll call vote: 5 ayes

NOTICES
Highway Department Notice of 

Construction Change Order #1 for 
Highway Project MC20-01.   

LIEN COMPROMISE
Melinda Storley, Commission 

Assistant, gave a briefi ng on an ap-
plication for a compromise of lien 
for DPNO-47323 in the amount of 
$749.30.  MOTION by Hieberger, 
seconded by Barth, to approve Res-
olution MC21-43. By roll call vote: 
5 ayes.

RESOLUTION MC21-43
WHEREAS, a County Aid Lien in 

the amount of $749.30, purports to 
exist in favor of Minnehaha County 
and against DPNO-47323 as Lienee, 
and 

WHEREAS, said lienee has fi led an 
application with the County Auditor 
stating such facts as provided for by 
Law, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that after due consideration 
of the circumstances the Board of 
County Commissioners fi nds it ad-
visable and proper to authorize the 
Chair of the County Board and the 
County Auditor to execute the fol-

lowing:
Compromise and release the lien in 

full upon payment of $260.80 only 
as it applies to Petitioner, leaving the 
lien in the amount of $488.50 in the 
name of ex-spouse.     

If payment is not made within one 
year of approval, this agreement is 
null and void.

Dated at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
this 17th day of August, 2021.

APPROVED BY THE COMMIS-
SION:

Dean Karsky
Chair
ATTEST:  
Rhonda Bennett 
Deputy Auditor 
Melinda Storley, Commission 

Assistant, gave a briefi ng on an ap-
plication for a compromise of lien 
for DPNO-44198 in the amount of 
$4,119.12.  MOTION by Hieberger, 
seconded by Barth, to approve Res-
olution MC21-44. By roll call vote: 
5 ayes.

RESOLUTION MC21-44
WHEREAS, a County Aid Lien in 

the amount of $4,119.12, purports to 
exist in favor of Minnehaha County 
and against DPNO-44198 as Lienee, 
and 

WHEREAS, said lienee has fi led an 
application with the County Auditor 
stating such facts as provided for by 
Law, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that after due consideration 
of the circumstances the Board of 
County Commissioners fi nds it ad-
visable and proper to authorize the 
Chair of the County Board and the 
County Auditor to execute the fol-
lowing:

Compromise and release the lien in 
full upon payment of $1000.00.     

If payment is not made within one 
year of approval, this agreement is 
null and void.

Dated at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
this 17th day of August, 2021.

APPROVED BY THE COMMIS-
SION:

Dean Karsky
Chair
ATTEST:  
Rhonda Bennett 
Deputy Auditor 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC 

COMMIT
Sarah Koob, 4509 S Tennis Lane, 

Sioux Falls, SD, expressed her con-
cerns regarding COVID-19.

Pat Olson, 812 N Prairie, Sioux 
Falls, SD, commented about census 
and agricultural zoning issues. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Kevin Hoeckman, Planner II, 

Planning and Zoning, notifi ed the 
commission that the planned public 
hearing to appeal the decision for a 
conditional use permit #21-56 had 
been cancelled. MOTION by Barth, 
seconded by Heiberger, to deny the 
CUP for the lime storage operation 
and dismiss the appeal. 5 Ayes.

Joe Bosman, Captain, Sheriff’s 
Department, facilitated a public 
hearing to consider the 2021 Byrne/
JAG Program Joint Spending Plan.  
$140,349.00 was allocated and will 
be split between the Sioux Falls Po-
lice at 65% and the County Sheriff 
at 35%. Sarah Koob,4509 S Tennis 
Lane, Sioux Falls, SD, commented 
on public safety. 

Rhonda Bennett, Deputy Auditor, 
presented a public hearing and a MO-
TION by Heiberger, and seconded by 
Barth, was made to approve the Spe-
cial Event Malt Beverage Retailer’s 
License for WoodGrain Brewing for 
a Farm to Table Dinner held at Cher-
ry Rock Farms on August 29, 2021. 
5 Ayes.

RESOLUTIONS
Upon the request of Ben Kyte, Au-

ditor, MOTION by Heiberger, sec-
onded by Beninga to pass a resolution 
to establish the number for on-sale 
and for off-sale licenses available in 
the county and fees to be charged. 4 
ayes, 1 nay, Barth. 

RESOLUTION MC 21-45
A RESOLUTION DETERMIN-

ING THE NUMBER OF ON-SALE 
AND OFF-SALE ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE LICENSES

 AND THE FEES FOR EACH 
CLASSIFICATION OF LICENSE

WHEREAS, SDCL 35-4-11.1, as 
amended, provides that the board 
of county commissioners shall on 
or before the fi rst of September in 
each year determine by ordinance 
or resolution the number of on-sale 
and off-sale licenses (other than malt 
beverage) it will approve for the en-
suing calendar year and the fees to be 
charged for the various classifi cations 
of licenses.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
HEREBY RESOLVED:

1. Off-Sale:
a. That the number of off-sale li-

quor licenses be set at thirteen (13);
b. That the fee for such a license be 

set at $1,200; and
c. That the renewal fee for such a 

license be set at $500.
2. On-Sale:
a. That the number of on-sale liquor 

licenses be set at thirteen (13); and
b. That the initial and renewal fees 

for such a license shall be set at the 
same amount charged by the nearest 
municipality to the license location 
according to SDCL 35-4-2(6).

3. That the application fee for a spe-
cial event alcohol license shall be as 
follows:

a. A temporary special malt bever-
age retailer’s license: $25.00 per day;

b. A temporary special on-sale wine 
retailer’s license: $25.00 per day;

c. A temporary special on-sale li-
quor license: $50.00 per day; and

d. A temporary special off-sale 
package wine dealers license $25.00 
per day.

4. A $50.00 publishing fee shall be 
required in addition to the applicable 
application or renewal fee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
this Resolution shall replace any and 
all prior ordinances or resolutions 
adopted by the Minnehaha County 
Board of County Commissioners 
regarding the number of approved 
on-sale licenses and fees for on-sale 
licenses, off-sale licenses, and special 
events licenses within the County. 

Adopted this 17 day of August, 
2021 

MINNEHAHA COUNTY:     
 Dean Karsky, Chair

Minnehaha County Commission
ATTEST:
Bennett L. Kyte
Minnehaha County Auditor    

 Ben Kyte, Auditor, presented the fi rst 
reading for an Ordinance establishing 
the requirements, fees, and

regulation for the issuance of Alco-
holic Beverage Licenses within Min-
nehaha County. The commission pro-
vided guidance to establish May 15th 
as the date to annually establish the 
number of liquor licenses available 
and fees to be charged for special 
events alcohol licenses.  Additionally, 
the Commission recommended that 
conditional approval may be given 
to an applicant of a liquor license and 
the license will be held by the county 
for up to 4 months to allow for rezon-
ing to be completed.

Upon the request of Ben Kyte, Au-
ditor, MOTION by Barth, seconded 
by Bender, to pass a resolution to 
declaring certain county owned prop-
erty as surplus and authorize an ap-
praisal for the 2021 Tax Deed Sale. 
5 ayes.

 RESOLUTION Minnehaha Coun-
ty 21-46

DECLARE CERTAIN COUNTY 
OWNED PROPERTY AS SUR-
PLUS 

AND AUTHORIZE APPRAISAL
WHEREAS, Minnehaha County is 

the owner of the following parcels of 
real property pursuant to a Treasur-
er’s Tax Deed duly signed and re-
corded: Record ID 29190, Record ID 
30344, Record ID 32892, Record ID 
34309, Record ID 48244, Record ID 
52876, Record ID 56406, and Record 
ID 70628, all located in Sioux Falls, 
Minnehaha County, South Dakota; 
and

WHEREAS, the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners has de-
termined, in accordance with the pro-
visions of SDCL 6-13-1, that these 
parcels were acquired through the 
statutory tax deed process set forth at 
SDCL 10-25 and such parcels are not 
necessary, useful, or suitable for the 
purposes of Minnehaha County; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners desire 
to take the initial steps to have these 
properties declared as surplus and to 
authorize the appraisal of said prop-
erties in preparation for sale at public 
auction or other statutorily authorized 
method of sale or transfer; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Minnehaha County 
Board of Commissioners that the fol-
lowing properties are hereby declared 
as surplus property of Minnehaha 
County, to wit:

• RDID 29190 – described as 1230 
W. 8th Street, Sioux Falls, SD; The 
East 46.5 Feet of Lot 10 and Lot 11, 
Block 29, Covell’s Second Addition 
to Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, according to the re-
corded plat thereof.

• RDID 30344 – described as 325 N 
Blauvelt, Sioux Falls, SD; The North 
66 Feet of the SE¼ of Block 13, East 
Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, according to the re-

corded plat thereof.
• RDID 32892 – described as 3712 

S Terry Ave, Apartment 304, Sioux 
Falls, SD; Apartment Unit No. 304 in 
Building No. 3712, together with an 
undivided percentage in the common 
areas and facilities of the Charleston 
Court Condominiums, located in 
those two parcels of land described 
as the South 445 feet of Lot 7A of 
Subdivision of Lots 5A, 6A and 7A 
of Replat of Lots 5, 6 and 7 in Block 
2 of Gateway Addition to the City of 
the Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, and Lots 8, 9, 10 and 
11 in Block 2 of Gateway Addition to 
the City of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota, all according 
to the Master Deed of Charleston 
Court Condominiums, and Exhib-
its attached thereto, dated October 
18, 1979, and recorded October 19, 
1979, in Book 135 of Misc., on pages 
542-602, in the Offi ce of the Register 
of Deeds, Minnehaha County, South 
Dakota, according to an Amendment 
to said Master Deed, and Exhibits 
attached thereto, dated May 6, 1980, 
and recorded May 9, 1980 in Book 
137 of Misc., on pages 427-436, in 
the Offi ce of the Register of Deeds, 
Minnehaha County, South Dakota.  

Together with all appurtenances 
thereto, all according to said Master 
Deed of Charleston Court Condo-
miniums and said Amendment re-
corded thereto.

• RDID 34309 – 2612 W 2nd 
Street, Sioux Falls, SD; Lot 11 of the 
Subdivision of Block 12, and part 
of Block 5, Harrison’s Addition to 
the City of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota according to 
the recorded plat thereof.

• RDID 48244 – 212 West Russell 
Street, Sioux Falls, SD; The East 1/3 
of Lots 14 and 15 & the East 1/3 of 
the South 38 Feet of Lot 16, Block 
17 of Summit Addition to the City 
of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, according to the re-
corded plat thereof.

• RDID 52876 – 704 S Kiwanis Av-
enue, Sioux Falls, SD; Lot 2, Block 
1, Westmoor Addition to the City 
of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, according to the re-
corded plat thereof.

• RDID 56406 – 2604 S Melanie 
Lane, Sioux Falls, SD; Lot 20, Block 
16 of Ascot Park Addition to the City 
of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, according to the re-
corded plat thereof.

• RDID 70628 – 4208 N Jans 
Drive, Sioux Falls, SD; Lot 5 in 
Block 1, Green Hills Addition to 
the City of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota, according to 
the recorded plat thereof; and; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
by the Minnehaha County Board 
of Commissioners, that the Auditor 
is hereby authorized to submit the 
above-described parcels to the Sur-
plus Property Appraisal Board for 
purposes of obtaining an appraisal 
on the parcels to assist the Board in 
determining each parcel’s value and 
assist the Board in determining the 
appropriate statutorily authorized 
method of sale or transfer of the par-
cels. 

Dated this 17th Day of August, 
2021

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

Dean Karsky, Chairman
ATTEST:  
Bennett Kyte, Auditor
CONTRACTS
Upon the request of Carol Muller, 

Commission Administrative Offi cer, 
MOTION by Beninga, seconded by 
Bender, to authorize chair to sign 
Change Order #1 to Amendment #1 
to the CMAR contract with Henry 
Carlson Construction for the Ad-
ministration Building and Extension 
Building Remodel. The change order 
is for $2,315,900.00 to refl ect the 
GMP for the Administration Building 
Project. 5 ayes.

BRIEFINGS
Dick Strassburg, Tegra, briefed the 

commission on the progress and cost 
of the Administration Building and 
Extension Building Remodel.

Dave Derry, Henry Carlson Con-
struction, briefed the commission on 
the cost savings from the early pro-
curement contracts and scope modi-
fi cation to the Highway Shop Project. 

RESOLUTION
Upon the request of Carol Muller, 

Commission Administrative Offi cer, 
MOTION by Barth, seconded by 
Bender, to pass a resolution to declar-
ing certain county owned property as 
surplus and authorize an Appraisal of 
property located at 1900 W. Russell 
Street. 5 ayes.

RESOLUTION Minnehaha County 

21-47
DECLARE CERTAIN COUNTY 

OWNED PROPERTY AS SUR-
PLUS 

AND AUTHORIZE APRAISAL
WHEREAS, Minnehaha County 

is the owner of the parcel Record ID 
24701, located in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners has 
determined, in accordance with the 
provisions of SDCL 6-13-1 that this 
parcel is no longer necessary, use-
ful, or suitable for the purposes for 
which Minnehaha County originally 
acquired the property; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners desires to 
take the initial steps to have the prop-
erty declared as surplus and to autho-
rize the appraisal of said property in 
preparation for a method of sale to be 
determined at a later date; now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
by the Minnehaha County Board 
of Commissioners, that Record ID 
24701, described as 1900 W Russell 
Street, Block Fifty-eight (58), Air-
port Addition to City of Sioux Falls, 
Minnehaha County, South Dakota, is 
hereby declared as surplus property 
of Minnehaha County for purposes 
of public sale through a method of 
sale to be determined by the County 
Commission at a later date after the 
completion of an appraisal; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
by the Minnehaha County Board of 
Commissioners, that staff is hereby 
authorized to obtain an appraisal on 
the property through statutorily au-
thorized procedures. 

Dated this 14th Day of August, 
2021

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS                                                            

Dean Karsky, Chairman
ATTEST:  
Bennett Kyte, Auditor
LIAISON REPORTS
Commissioner Heiberger gave a 

briefi ng on SD Association of Coun-
ty Commissioners Board Meeting. 
Topics discussed were Eide Bailey 
consulting on the spending of the 
American Recue Plan funds, HB 
1259 – Rural Access Infrastructure 
Bill, Medical Marijuana, and invol-
untary commitment of youth with 
known mental issues to JDC. Com-
missioner Heiberger also attended a 
Farm to Fork Event at the Scott Farm 
near Valley Springs.

Commissioner Bender noted that 
involuntary commitment of mentally 
ill adults was also an issue.

Chairmen Karsky commented that 
one in fi ve grade school age children 
have experienced a mental health 
crisis. 

MOTION by Barth, seconded 
by Bender, to recess the Minneha-
ha County Commission Meeting at 
10:44 a.m. 5 ayes.

MOTION by Heiberger, seconded 
by Barth, at 10:54 am to enter into 
Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 
1-25-2 (1), (3) and (4). 5 ayes.  

 MOTION by Barth, seconded by 
Bender to adjourn until 9:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday August 24, 2021 5 ayes

Dean Karsky
Chair
ATTEST:
Rhonda Bennett
Deputy Auditor 
Published at the approximate cost 

of $420.59
__________ NOTICE __________

NOTICE OF HEARING UPON 
APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL 
EVENT ON-SALE LIQUOR LI-
CENSE

Notice is hereby given that a hear-
ing will be held in the Minnehaha 
County Commission Meeting Room, 
County Administration Building, 415 
N. Dakota Ave., Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota on September 7, 2021, at or 
after 9:00 a.m., to consider the appli-
cation for the following Special On-
Sale Wine Retailers License:

NAME
Prairie Pasta, Inc.
dba: Johnny Carino’s
LOCATION
Baltic Event Center
47669 252nd St     
Baltic, SD 57003
DATES OF EVENT
September 25, 2021
At which time and place anyone in-

terested may appear to fi le objections 
to the granting of the same.

Dated at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
this 19th day of August 2021.

  Published at the approximate cost 
of $9.21

August 24, 2021

institutions; 3.) The possible combining of the administration of pro-
grams across multiple institutions; 4.) A review of the duplication of 
program offerings; 5.) A review of the academic majors with low en-
rollments and low numbers of graduates; 6.) A review of functions out-
side the core missions of teaching, learning, and research; 7.) A review 
of the operations and functions provided as an efficiency through the 
central office of the Board of Regents; 8.) A review of the viability of 
the university centers; and 9.) Any other possible cost-effective mea-
sures the task force determines are worthy of examination.”

The SB55 Task Force is to complete their review and report back 
to the Joint Committee on Appropriations as well as the Governor by 
November of this year. South Dakota, like many states, has created a 
collection of universities which might have been geographically help-
ful in the past, but is no longer necessary. Many of the fields of study 
are being duplicated and there is a tremendous cost in duplication of 
administrative duties. Tightening this belt has happened in the past 
at Springfield when that campus was transformed into a state prison. 
Change is usually hard but is oftentimes necessary. Currently, there is 
at least a need for the sharing of administrative duties and costs to at 
least rein in those expenses.  

The Board of Regents Executive Director, Dr. Brian Maher, also 
responded to continuing concerns about the use of funds in the univer-
sity “diversity” offices. The universities continue to present something 
of a mixed message as to their purpose and goals. These discussions 
seem to overlap the concerns about the teaching of ‘critical race theo-
ry’. Sadly, the effort to revise the American culture has been underway 
for many decades and has become embedded into many curriculums 
and into the teaching styles of many of our state’s professors as well 

as within the K-12 system. It appears that Dr. Maher is trying to make 
the necessary changes within the state’s universities, but it will be a 
long-term goal and will require ongoing vigilance. The regental ad-
ministrator for academic policy and planning explained what the Board 
of Regents will be considering in the coming years, but even those 
comments did not seem to be responsive to the underlying concerns. 
I think the upcoming November report will be more telling as to the 
actual progress within the universities.

We also heard from the Secretary of Education as to the develop-
ment of the civics and history program. That discussion led into a brief 
discussion about the revision of the “Education Standards” that shape 
the content of our K-12 curriculum. As those Standards are being de-
veloped there has been an effort to expand the exploration of the many 
cultures that now make up our state and nation. That is likely an appro-
priate goal but there is still a need to keep our focus on South Dakota 
and its own rich heritage. The Governor’s Secretary of Education, Tif-
fany Sanderson, announced that her department had chosen to remove 
specific references to the South Dakota tribal culture and asserted that 
they did so to have a broader reference to many cultures.  Unfortunate-
ly, whether intended or not, that carried the appearance of yet again 
demeaning the South Dakota native culture. (The nine tribes of South 
Dakota constitute anywhere from 10 to 15 percent of the state’s pop-
ulation. An ongoing appearance of disrespect has not been helpful.)

Discussions were also had in regard to deployment of our South 
Dakota National Guard, both with private/state funds and then a sep-
arate deployment with federal funds. The receipt of a ‘gift’ to support 
the first deployment created some very muddy waters and drew into 
question the motivation for that deployment. General Marlette was not 
privy to information about the private donation. Our South Dakota Na-
tional Guard mission is to serve as support for the Border Patrol and 

that mission looks more like a social services effort.  
The southern border has become a pipeline for cartel driven crime. 

That includes the drug trade, labor trafficking, sex trafficking, immi-
gration trafficking, and probably a conduit for terrorism. It appears that 
Mexico has no capacity to control the activities of the Cartels which 
dominate Mexico, Central America, and parts of South America. The 
military effort in conjunction with the Border Patrol should be a prima-
ry national concern, but it appears to be a band-aid approach without 
a stated objective.

The Appropriations Committee also heard some explanations about 
the prisons and the temporary funding to enhance salaries. As I previ-
ously mentioned, there is nothing new about the underfunding of our 
state prisons, probation and parole services, or our mental health ser-
vices. Sadly, this is a problem that is ignored until it hits the news as 
an ‘emergency’. There was not an emergency, just neglect in properly 
funding services that are a primary responsibility of the state. In the 
case of the prisons there certainly could have been closer attention paid 
over the past decades to ensure that the funding requests coming from 
the Warden and the Secretary of Corrections were given due consid-
eration. This perceived crisis of funding should have been anticipated 
not reacted to.  

We were also advised of ongoing funding concerns for the Human 
Services Center as well as the South Dakota Developmental Center. 
Again, these are not surprises, but are examples of the neglect of fund-
ing for state responsibilities when special interest groups representing 
private industry are given greater attention and receive state dollars 
instead.  

You can hear more about many of these issues if you listen to the 
Government Operations and Audit Committee starting at 8 a.m. on 
Thursday.
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